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Village of Ilion Village 
Regular Meeting  

September 09, 2015 
 

Mayor Leonard called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Village Hall. 
 

Present: Mayor Terry Leonard, Deputy Mayor Joanne Moore, Trustee Fred Hartmann, Trustee 
Bridget McKinley, Trustee Kalman Socolof   
 
Also Present: Fire Chief James Trevett, Village Attorney Mark Rose, Police Chief Timothy 
Parisi, Village Clerk Cindy Kennedy 
 
Public: 30 

 
Pledge: Pledge was said by all present 
 
Awards Ceremony: Mayor Leonard and Fire Chief James Trevett presented several Village of 
Ilion firefighters with Medals of Valor for their heroic efforts in saving two Village residents’ lives 
in two separate structure fires that occurred on June 06, 2015 and July 12, 2015.  The firefighters 
honored were: David Paddock, Larry DelGrego, Thomas Pederson, Andy Vandawalker, Mike 
Conover, Scott Hendrix, and Robert Paddock. The Fire Department was also presented with a 
plaque honoring the Ilion Fire Department and its firefighters from Liberty Mutual that will be 
hung in the Municipal Building.  
 
Move to Village Board Room 
 

   Mayor’s Comments: Mayor Leonard informed all present that each meeting was being audio      
   taped by Village Clerk Kennedy. Videotaping may also be occurring with the prior knowledge of               
   meeting attendees.               

 
Public Comment/Request for Appearance: N/A 

    
   Personnel: Court Clerk Mary LaGase: Ms. LaGase submitted her resignation to the Village 
Board. Judge Canipe will investigate the re-hiring process to replace the Court Clerk. 
                      Dockmaster Employee’s Contract 2016: A motion to rehire Don Sterling as Ilion 
Marina Dockmaster for the 2016 Marina season with a $500 salary increase was made by Trustee 
Hartmann and seconded by Trustee Socolof. 
 
The motion passes as a result of the following vote: 

Mayor Terry Leonard X Aye Nay Absent Abstain 
Deputy Mayor Joanne Moore X Aye Nay                        Absent Abstain 
Trustee Fred Hartmann X Aye Nay Absent Abstain 
Trustee Bridget McKinley X Aye Nay Absent Abstain 
Trustee Kalman Socolof X Aye Nay Absent Abstain 
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   Vote Total: 5 Aye 0 Nay   0 Absent   0 Abstain 
 
 

 
Department Reports 

 
  FIRE/CODES: 

• Reports accepted as submitted 
• A discussion took place regarding Codes enforcement as it relates to televisions left at the 

curb. Continued discussion of Codes issues will occur later in the meeting. 
• Firehouse Boiler Repair: A discussion took place regarding the boiler repair that will occur 

at the firehouse. The current amount is $6,047.20 with a $5,000 deductible through the 
insurance policy in place, for the repair of two fins. A motion to approve the payment of 
$6,047.20, with a contingency of additional payment on the advice of Randell Davis, boiler 
repairman, for the repair of the final fin, if necessary, was made by Trustee Socolof and 
seconded by Trustee Hartmann. 

 
The motion passes as a result of the following vote: 

Mayor Terry Leonard X Aye Nay Absent Abstain 
Deputy Mayor Joanne Moore X Aye Nay                        Absent Abstain 
Trustee Fred Hartmann X Aye Nay Absent Abstain 
Trustee Bridget McKinley X Aye Nay Absent Abstain 
Trustee Kalman Socolof X Aye Nay Absent Abstain 

 

   Vote Total: 5 Aye 0 Nay   0 Absent   0 Abstain 
 
POLICE: 

• Report accepted as submitted 
• Report: The Village Board discussed areas of the report that needed clarification from Chief 

Parisi. 
• Montgomery Street Playground: The locking and unlocking of the playground will now be 

done by the Ilion Police Department. 
• There was a short discussion on the purchase of a new vehicle for the Police Department. 

No action will be taken at this time, but further discussion will take place as the new budget 
talks begin.  
 

ACO: 
• Animal Control Officer Bennett was excused for an animal call. 
• Report accepted as submitted 
• A short discussion took place on the report submitted to the Village Board. 

 
Village Clerk: 

• A motion to accept the August  26th, 2015 Village Board meeting minutes was made by 
Trustee Socolof and seconded by Deputy Mayor Moore.  
 
The motion passes as a result of the following vote: 
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Mayor Terry Leonard X Aye Nay Absent Abstain 
Deputy Mayor Joanne Moore X Aye Nay                        Absent Abstain 
Trustee Fred Hartmann X Aye Nay Absent Abstain 
Trustee Bridget McKinley X Aye Nay Absent Abstain 
Trustee Kalman Socolof X Aye Nay Absent Abstain 

 

   Vote Total: 5 Aye 0 Nay   0 Absent   0 Abstain 
• Village Clerk Kennedy has updated the Village Board on the Village Brochure that is being 

generated for distribution. 
 

 OLD BUSINESS: 
• Asbestos Removal Update: A second round of RFP’s has produced 3 bids for the asbestos 

removal at the Ilion Firehouse. The low bid was submitted by Millstone Remediation in the 
amount of $11, 250. The quote excluded air monitoring. The price of air monitoring is 
approximately $1,000. A motion to accept the low bid submitted by Millstone Remediation in 
the amount of $11,250 for asbestos abatement at the Ilion firehouse was made by Trustee 
Socolof and seconded by Deputy Mayor Moore. 

 
The motion passes as a result of the following vote: 
Mayor Terry Leonard X Aye Nay Absent Abstain 
Deputy Mayor Joanne Moore X Aye Nay                        Absent Abstain 
Trustee Fred Hartmann X Aye Nay Absent Abstain 
Trustee Bridget McKinley X Aye Nay Absent Abstain 
Trustee Kalman Socolof X Aye Nay Absent Abstain 

 

   Vote Total: 5 Aye 0 Nay   0 Absent   0 Abstain 
 

• Marina Improvements Update: The Ilion Electrical Department estimated the cost of upgrading 
three RV sites at $200. Mayor Leonard has given the approval to do the upgrade. 

• Account Clerk Position Update: One resume has been submitted for the Account Clerk Position 
in the Village offices. Mayor Leonard will continue to utilize the Civil Service lists provided 
for the position and will set interviews when 3 applicants have submitted the paperwork. 

• Foreclosure Information Day Update: Several Village residents visited the Foreclosure 
Information Mobile Unit to discuss options regarding foreclosure of properties. Additionally, 
the Mobile Unit had information about College Loans available. 

• National Grid Rebate: A discussion took place regarding the rebate issued to the Village by 
National Grid. An email was sent stating a miscalculation of interest. Village officials are 
taking further steps to investigate the situation. 

• Flood Mitigation Update: Jessica Breiten has made recommendations to the Village of Ilion as 
to how to prioritize the grant award monies into the appropriate steps for the study of flood 
mitigation. Further updates will occur. 

• The basketball hoops and courts at Montgomery Street Playground have been completed. The 
project was funded through a grant from Healthnet. 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 

• Fall Clean-Up Day: Saturday, October 3, 2015 from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm will be the Fall Clean-
Up date in the Village of Ilion.  Trustee McKinley referenced the Keep Mohawk Valley 
Beautiful website and the points that can be earned by our municipality for participation in the 
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event. Committees will be formed and plans completed in the upcoming weeks. 
• Mayor Leonard briefly spoke about the new Village businesses and positive actions happening 

around Ilion. Gasway at the former Greenie’s location, Ace Hardware in the former M&T bank 
location, the former Woods Tire location and HARC’s utilization of the former Eckerd’s 
building as a sheltered workshop were mentioned. 

•  Mayor Leonard was contacted by Mr. Kevin Crossley, of HARC, for the purposes of a 1-day, 4-
hour clean-up project to take place on September 17, 2015 around the village. The suggested 
project for clean-up was benches around the former Eckerd’s Mall area. 

• Whalen Community Park Request- Herkimer College: Herkimer College has requested field 
usage at Whalen Park for an annual softball tournament on September 19 and 20, 2015. The 
college staff and students will prepare the fields and do all clean-up associated with the 
tournament. A motion to waive the field usage fee for the Herkimer College softball tournament 
was made by Deputy Mayor Moore and seconded by Trustee McKinley. 

 
The motion passes as a result of the following vote: 

Mayor Terry Leonard X Aye Nay Absent Abstain 
Deputy Mayor Joanne Moore X Aye Nay                        Absent Abstain 
Trustee Fred Hartmann X Aye Nay Absent Abstain 
Trustee Bridget McKinley X Aye Nay Absent Abstain 
Trustee Kalman Socolof  Aye Nay Absent           X   Abstain 

 

   Vote Total: 4 Aye 0 Nay   0 Absent 1   Abstain 
• South Fifth Avenue Field Backstop Discussion: Trustee McKinley reviewed the request to 

improve the backstop in need of repair at the South Fifth Ave baseball field. Funding options 
were discussed and Mayor Leonard has a meeting scheduled for Thursday, September 10, 2015 
at the field with Mr. Tony Bonvino. Further discussion on this topic will take place. 

• Codes- Community Committee Discussion: Several community residents were in attendance to 
discuss various codes issues and what can be done to help with the codes violations around the  
Village. A group of residents have formed an Ad Hoc Codes Committee and will meet on 
Monday, September 14, 2015 at Ilion Library at 6:30 pm. Chief James Trevett has been asked 
to be a Liaison to the newly-formed committee. The Village Codes will be uploaded to the 
Village of Ilion website in order to assist residents in the identification of Codes violations. 
Furthermore, Codes violations will be sent to the Times Telegram for publication. The Ad Hoc 
committee will initially identify five codes for discussion. 

 
 
Upcoming Meetings:  

• Herkimer County Healthnet Event 
• Herkimer County Supervisors Association Meeting 

 
A motion to adjourn the meeting in order to enter Executive Session for discussions on Union 
Negotiations and Personnel- Disability Issues was made at 8:25 P.M. by Trustee Socolof and seconded 
by Deputy Mayor Moore. 
 
The motion passes as a result of the following vote: 

Mayor Terry Leonard X Aye Nay Absent Abstain 
Deputy Mayor Joanne Moore X Aye Nay                        Absent Abstain 
Trustee Fred Hartmann X Aye Nay Absent Abstain 
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Trustee Bridget McKinley X Aye Nay Absent Abstain 
Trustee Kalman Socolof X Aye Nay Absent Abstain 

 

   Vote Total: 5 Aye 0 Nay 0 Absent 0 Abstain 
 
Adjournment: 8:25 P.M. 
 
 Executive Session 
 
 A motion to exit Executive Session after no actions were taken was made at 9:25 pm by Trustee Socolof 
and seconded by Trustee Hartmann. 
 
The motion passes as a result of the following vote: 

Mayor Terry Leonard X Aye Nay Absent Abstain 
Deputy Mayor Joanne Moore X Aye Nay                        Absent Abstain 
Trustee Fred Hartmann X Aye Nay Absent Abstain 
Trustee Bridget McKinley X Aye Nay Absent Abstain 
Trustee Kalman Socolof X Aye Nay Absent Abstain 

 

   Vote Total: 5 Aye 0 Nay   0 Absent   0 Abstain 
 
Adjournment: 9:25 pm 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Cindy A. Kennedy 
Village Clerk 
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