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Village of Ilion Regular Meeting 
February 26, 2014 

 
Mayor Beth Neale called the February 26, 2014 regular meeting to order at 6:30 PM at the Village of Ilion 
Municipal Building Board Room.  
 
Present:   Mayor Beth Neale, Deputy Mayor Larry Gookins, Trustee Joanne Moore, Trustee Charles Lester, 
Trustee Ted Gage.  
 
Also Present:  Village Clerk Linda Coffin, Village Treasurer Connie Gagliardi, Police Chief Tim Parisi, 
DPW Supervisor Jack Sterling,  
 
Public: 11 
 
Pledge:  Said by all. 
 

MAYOR’S COMMENTS 
 

None 
 

Department Reports 
 

DPW:  DPW report as submitted was distributed and filed.  
 
   Street Conditions:  Supervisor Sterling indicated that there is a need to consider the conditions of 
the streets in the Village which are badly in need of repairs. He told the board members that about 7 years 
ago the Village bonded $400,000 to complete repairs.  He suggested the Village Board consider this again.  
During the discussion, it was mentioned that previously the Village has approached the subject of working 
through shared services to complete the work, with neighboring communities.  Discussion included ideas of 
possible consolidation of efforts with neighboring communities. ACTION: Mayor Neale requested board 
members contact Herkimer County Legislative members about shared services with the County as 
highlighted during Herkimer County Legislature Chairman Buno during his State of the County speech.  
 
 Brine Making Machine:   DPW Supervisor Sterling spoke to the Village Board members regarding 
the potential of purchasing a brine making machine.  This would be at a cost of $30,000.  Supervisor Sterling 
provided background to ways that the Village could produce the brine to sell to neighboring communities 
that have indicated that they would purchase.  He provided the figures of the amount of brine needed for the 
Village and what would be available for sale. ACTION:  Contact the company for the machine to attend a 
meeting at the end of March to make a presentation about the equipment to the Village Board Members.  
 
 Sweeper: It was announced that the sweeper was recently repaired for broken electrical parts for 
$3,200.  
 
Electric:  
 A letter as prepared by Mayor Neale was distributed. The letter explained the electric cost increases 
that everyone will be finding in their upcoming electric bills.  This raise in cost is not associated with the 
Village rates, but rather the marked increase in the PPAC (purchased power adjustment clause) charges.  The 
PPAC reflects the charges associated with the purchase of power above the Village’s Hydro electric 
allotment.  Ilion uses Hydro power as its primary resource for electricity. When the Hydro allotment is 
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exceeded it forces the purchase of supplemental power at a much higher rate, this supplemental power could 
be gas, oil, coal etc.  Market price dictates the resource used to generate this power. 
 
 Bid Results:  The Ornamental lamps and pole bids were opened and rejected.  It was recommended 
by Foreman Day that the bids be rejected based the fact that more time was needed between the time of 
posting the request for bid until the opening.  ACTION: A new request for bids will be issued in the near 
future.  
 
Water:  

Operations Report:  Water Operations report as submitted was distributed and filed. 
 
Maintenance Report: Water Maintenance report as submitted was distributed and filed. 

 
Village Treasurer: 
 
 McDonald Engineering Invoice: A MOTION was made by Mayor Neale and seconded by Deputy 
Mayor Gookins to pay the invoice from McDonald Engineering for $2,210 for work completed on the Steele 
Creek project under the NRCS (Natural Resources Conservation Service) EWP funding program on Otsego 
Street.  Motion passes the result of the following vote: 

Mayor Beth Neale X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Deputy Mayor Larry Gookins X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Joanne Moore X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Charles Lester X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Ted Gage X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
VOTE TOTAL: 5 Aye 0 Nay  Absent 0 Abstain 

 
 McDonald Engineering Invoice- Inspection and Assessment:  MOTION made by Deputy Mayor 
Gookins and seconded by Trustee Lester to pay the invoice from McDonald Engineering for $6,655.00 for 
the inspection and assessment of reservoir # 3.  Motion passes the result of the following vote: 

Mayor Beth Neale X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Deputy Mayor Larry Gookins X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Joanne Moore X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Charles Lester X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Ted Gage X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
VOTE TOTAL: 5 Aye 0 Nay  Absent 0 Abstain 

 
 Form # 24:   MOTION made by Trustee Lester and seconded by Deputy Mayor Gookins to pay the 
Form E # 24 in the amount of $18,580.00 for engineering services on the wells.  Motion passes the result of 
the following vote: 

Mayor Beth Neale X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Deputy Mayor Larry Gookins X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Joanne Moore X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Charles Lester X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Ted Gage X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 

 
 Budget Amendment: MOTION made by Mayor Neale and seconded by Deputy Mayor Gookins to 
approve the budget amendment as presented below:  
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FUND Allocation Description of Allocation Increase Increase 

   
Revenue Appropriation 

AA 4960 Federal Aid- Emergency Disaster 195,162.66 
 

 
8760.1 Emergency Disaster-Personnel 

 

24,352.05 

 
8760.2 Emergency Disaster- Equipment 

 

404.00 

 
8760.4 Emergency Disaster-Contractual 

 

168,543.68 

 
8760.8 Emergency Disaster-EMP Benefits 

 

1,862.93 

     FX 4960 Federal Aid- Emergency Disaster     1,152.18  
 

 
8760.1 Emergency Disaster-Personnel 

 

              
1,070.31  

 
8760.8 Emergency Disaster-Emp Benefits 

 
81.87 

 
Motion passes the result of the following vote: 

Mayor Beth Neale X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Deputy Mayor Larry Gookins X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Joanne Moore X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Charles Lester X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Ted Gage X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
VOTE TOTAL: 5 Aye 0 Nay  Absent 0 Abstain 

 
 Bank Depository: A MOTION was made by Trustee Moore and seconded by Deputy Mayor 
Gookins to authorize the Sydney Federal Credit Union as a depository for the Village of Ilion.   Discussion: 
This is the result of a request from an employee for the purpose of direct deposit.  Motion passes the result of 
the following vote: 

Mayor Beth Neale X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Deputy Mayor Larry Gookins X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Joanne Moore X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Charles Lester X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Ted Gage X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
VOTE TOTAL: 5 Aye 0 Nay  Absent 0 Abstain 

   
 Abstracts: MOTION made by Mayor Neale and seconded by Deputy Mayor Gookins to approve the 
abstracts for February as presented in total below:   
 

DATE Village AA Electric EE Water FX HH02 HH55 
2/27/2014  $     211,422.26   $     671,884.34   $       38,127.87   $   9,317.50   $                     -    

      
 

TA HH57 Library LL Small Cities 
 

 
$0.00  $0.00  $1,904.19   $   1,187.67  

  
Motion passes the result of the following vote: 

Mayor Beth Neale X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Deputy Mayor Larry Gookins X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Joanne Moore  Aye X Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Charles Lester  Aye  Nay  Absent X Abstain 
Trustee Ted Gage X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
VOTE TOTAL: 3 Aye 1 Nay  Absent 1 Abstain 
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Village Clerk:  
 Minutes: 
 
 PH January 22, 2014:   MOTION made by Trustee Moore and seconded by Trustee Lester to accept 
as submitted the minutes for the January 22, 2014 Public Hearing.  Motion passes the result of the following 
vote: 

Mayor Beth Neale X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Deputy Mayor Larry Gookins X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Joanne Moore X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Charles Lester X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Ted Gage X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
VOTE TOTAL: 5 Aye 0 Nay  Absent 0 Abstain 

 
 February 12, 2014:  MOTION made by Trustee Moore and seconded by Deputy Mayor Gookins to 
accept as submitted the minutes for the February 12, 2014 regular meeting.  Motion passes the result of the 
following vote: 
 

Mayor Beth Neale X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Deputy Mayor Larry Gookins X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Joanne Moore X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Charles Lester X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Ted Gage X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
VOTE TOTAL: 5 Aye 0 Nay  Absent 0 Abstain 

 
 Correspondence: 
 

1. Canal Clean Sweep:  Letter from Canal Corporation regarding the 9th annual Canal Clean Sweep 
happening April 25-27 in recognition of Earth Day 2014.  This is in partnership with NYS Parks 
& Trails. Communities are being asked to organize a cleanup activity in their community during 
those days.  A registration form was included and needs to be sent no later than March 15, 2014.  
 

2. COPS Hiring Program Application:  Notification has been received that the application as 
submitted by the Village Police Department was not among those selected for funding.  The letter 
indicated that only 15% of the applications received were funded.  Mayor Neale and the entire 
board thanked the Police Chief & Department for their efforts in the completion and submittal of 
the application.  

 
3. Corrected Copy Herkimer County Resolution No 17: A copy of the adopted corrected 

resolution from the Herkimer County Legislature Committee on Natural Resources Designating 
Member to the Herkimer County Sewer Board of Charles T. Lester.  

 
4. Email Request Snowmobile Regulations:   An email has been received from the Ilion Snow-

Drifters asking if the Village’s regulations regarding the use of snowmobiles within the Village 
limits could be placed on the website. By general consensus the board saw no problems.  It was 
asked that the Police and Fire Chief provide information to Village Clerk Coffin to be placed on 
the Village’s Website.  

 
5. Letter of notification of Retirement:  Letter of retirement read from Ron Clive who has been 

employed with the Village of Ilion Municipal Electric Department for over 32 years.  Effective 
date- February 14, 2014.  (Action taken on retirement later in meeting) 
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6. Village of Ilion Emergency Operations Plan: Copies of the Village of Ilion’s Emergency 
Operations Plan was distributed as updated to the Village Board members. Additional updates 
will be needed.  

 
7. Catholic Charities Letter:  A letter as received from Executive Director Terry A. Leonard 

regarding a crosswalk in front of their facility on West Street. ACTION: Mr. Lenard will be 
invited to come to the March 12th meeting of the Village Board to further discuss the issue.   

 
8. Email regarding FOIL: An email was shared regarding questioning of the charging of $.25 for 

copies of records requested for a freedom of information law request which was asked to be 
emailed back to the requestor.   Discussion followed.  

 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
 Email Policy: MOTION made by Mayor Neale and seconded by Deputy Mayor Gookins to accept 
the email policy as presented to the Village Board at the previous Village Board Meeting: Discussion: The 
Village Attorney’s office has indicated that no comments, changes or questions were received by them as 
requested from the previous meeting.   Motion passes the result of the following vote: 
 

Mayor Beth Neale X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Deputy Mayor Larry Gookins X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Joanne Moore  Aye X Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Charles Lester X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Ted Gage X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
VOTE TOTAL: 4 Aye 1 Nay  Absent 0 Abstain 

 
 Police Vehicle: Police Chief Parisi updated the Village Board members concerning the search for a 
2014 Chevy Tahoe as discussed at the previous Village Board meeting.  He reminded the board members of 
the current conditions of the vehicles within the police department.  Village Treasurer Gagliardi distributed 
the current debt schedule and the timeline for each items removal for that schedule.  Chief Parisi also 
explained that the car would need to be repainted to black & white color.  He explained the color is what is 
needed for Homeland Security purposes to better identify police vehicles. He told the board that he had 
located a Tahoe for $32,035.29.  The paint job and lighting may drive the pricing up to about $40,125.  
 

MOTION made by Deputy Mayor Gookins and seconded by Trustee Gage to authorize the purchase 
of a 2014 Chevy Tahoe for $32,035.29 from Driver’s Village, Cicero, NY under the provisions of piggy 
backing off of another municipal contract. Discussion: Concerns were expressed as to the impact of the 
purpose at this time and the upcoming budget process.  Motion passes the result of the following vote: 
 

Mayor Beth Neale X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Deputy Mayor Larry Gookins X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Joanne Moore  Aye X Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Charles Lester  Aye X Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Ted Gage X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
VOTE TOTAL: 3 Aye 2 Nay  Absent 0 Abstain 

 
Municipal Installment Leasing Program:  MOTION made by Deputy Mayor Gookins and 

seconded by Trustee Gage to purchase the 2014 Chevy Tahoe through the municipal installment purchase 
(municipal lease purchase program) through Real Lease, Inc., in the amount of $40, 125.00 for a term of 
three (3) years with payment of $14,516.40 per year at a rate of 4.13%. Discussion:  This will include the 
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purchase price of $32,035.29 and additional charges for painting and equipping where necessary keeping 
the charges so total cost is below the $40,125.00.  
 

Mayor Beth Neale X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Deputy Mayor Larry Gookins X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Joanne Moore  Aye X Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Charles Lester X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Ted Gage X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
VOTE TOTAL: 4 Aye 1 Nay  Absent 0 Abstain 

 
 

REQUEST FOR APPEARANCE: 
 
 Buchanan Street Drainage Issue: A resident from Buchanan Street explained to the Village Board 
members and shared pictures of issues with water runoff into his driveway after rain storms and thawing 
times.  He has indicated that there are no drainage areas on this part of the street and his driveway becomes a 
pond.  He is asking if anything can be done by the Village to establish a drainage solution of some point.  
ACTION:  The Mayor will get back to him and will discuss the issue with the DPW Supervisor.  The 
resident left the pictures and mappings that he brought with the Village.  
 
 Pothole Issue West Main Street:  A car owner had notified the Village of an issue with his car that 
he indicated, happened the result of pot hole on West Main Street.  He was asking what the Village will do to 
reimburse him for the expenses of fixing his car.  The receipt for the repairs has been given to Village 
Treasurer Gagliardi. ACTION: He was informed that the matter was turned over to the Village’s Insurance 
Company who in turn indicated that the owner should turn in the damages to his own insurance.  It was 
explained that prior written notice is necessary in most of these cases of areas that could cause issues such as 
this one.  No prior notice had been received by the Village.  
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
 Retirement Ron Clive:  MOTION made by Trustee Moore and seconded by Trustee Lester to 
acknowledge the retirement of Ronald Clive as presented and to thank him for his years of service and to 
wish him good luck in his future endeavors. Discussion: as per his request and conditions within the Electric 
Contract he is selecting option A- of 50% now with the remainder of his pay-out spread out with each 
payroll period.   Motion passes the result of the following vote: 

Mayor Beth Neale X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Deputy Mayor Larry Gookins X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Joanne Moore X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Charles Lester X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Ted Gage X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
VOTE TOTAL: 5 Aye 0 Nay  Absent 0 Abstain 

 
 Electric Update: Greg Day, Foreman has been working with the company on the preparation of 
presentation for the full board concerning the remote meters project for approval by the board. There was a 
recent webinar for the Village Treasurer and various staff members on the operations/records end of the 
readings of the meters and how they would fit the current systems used by the Village.  Treasurer Gagliardi 
told the board the readings would be capable with the Harris program currently used in the Village.  
 
 McDonald Engineering Amendment:  A letter was provided from McDonald Engineering 
requesting the Village Board consider approving an engineering contract amendment for the water system 
improvement project under the USDA funding.  This would be the 1st amendment request and is being 
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provided the result of the various mandates from the DEC for the repairs to reservoir # 2 dam where 60% of 
the amount budgeted for engineering has been used.  The well designs were provided in the remainder 
amount, but the lengthy approval process through various agencies has boosted the construction budget to a 
point where a request needs to be of $70,000 to be added to the budget.   This could be taken from the 
contingency portion of the overall budget.  MOTION made by Trustee Lester and seconded by Trustee 
Moore to approve the request for a contract amendment in the amount of $70,000 for McDonald 
Engineering. Motion passes the result of the following vote: 

Mayor Beth Neale X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Deputy Mayor Larry Gookins X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Joanne Moore X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Charles Lester X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Ted Gage X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
VOTE TOTAL: 5 Aye 0 Nay  Absent 0 Abstain 

 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  MOTION made by Mayor Neale and seconded by Trustee Lester to enter into an 
executive session for the purpose of discussing personal employee information. Motion passes the result of 
the following vote: 

Mayor Beth Neale X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Deputy Mayor Larry Gookins X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Joanne Moore X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Charles Lester X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Ted Gage X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
VOTE TOTAL: 5 Aye 0 Nay  Absent 0 Abstain 

 
MOTION made by Trustee Lester and seconded by Trustee Gage to exit executive session.  Motion passes 
the result of the following vote: 

Mayor Beth Neale X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Deputy Mayor Larry Gookins X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Joanne Moore X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Charles Lester X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Ted Gage X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
VOTE TOTAL: 5 Aye 0 Nay  Absent 0 Abstain 

 
MOTION made by Trustee Moore and seconded by Deputy Mayor Gookins to adjourn the meeting at 9:30 
PM.  Meeting adjourned by vote as follows: 

Mayor Beth Neale X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Deputy Mayor Larry Gookins X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Joanne Moore X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Charles Lester X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Ted Gage X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
VOTE TOTAL: 5 Aye 0 Nay  Absent 0 Abstain 

 
Respectfully submitted 
 
 
Linda Coffin, Village Clerk 


