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Village of Ilion Regular Meeting 
February 12, 2014 

 
Mayor Beth Neale called the February 12, 2014 regular meeting to order at 6:30 PM at the Village of Ilion 
Municipal Building Board Room.  
 
Present:   Mayor Beth Neale, Deputy Mayor Larry Gookins, Trustee Joanne Moore, Trustee Charles Lester, 
Trustee Ted Gage.  
 
Also Present:  Village Clerk Linda Coffin, Fire Chief James Trevett, Police Chief Tim Parisi, Librarian 
Thomasina Jennings, J.K. Hage & Dan Burgess, Village Attorney Office, MUB Members: Brian Lamica, 
Theresa Lozo, Winter Recreation Director. 
 
Public: 9  
 
Pledge:  Said by all. 
 

MAYOR’S COMMENTS 
 

Special Proclamation:  Mayor Neale presented a special proclamation of recognition to Firefighter Andrew 
Monahan, Firefighter Andrew Vandawalker, Firefighter Larry DelGrego and Deputy Chief Robert Paddock .  
The firefighters were named firefighters of the year by the Herkimer County Fire Chief’s Association at its 
annual banquet, for their efforts in rescuing two elderly people from a fire on Otsego Street in November 
2012.   A standing ovation was observed by all present in gratitude and appreciation for their efforts and the 
honor for being named firefighters of the year.  
 
The Mayor next indicated that at many previous meetings there had been discussions regarding what services 
are provided by J.K. Hage who serves as the Village Attorney dealing with Village General, Water and 
Lights. J.K. Hage was requested to attend the meeting to answer questions from the Village Board members 
and provide insight into how his firm represents the Village of Ilion. Various comments have been made in 
the past regarding the amount that is paid each fiscal year for attorney fees.  JK Hage in response to 
questions did give background to the firm working for the Village.  As well he indicated that the village has 
complex issues which are addressed by his firm.  Each of the staff within that firm brings to the Village 
background on various topics to the benefit of the Village.  In other communities similar in issues, size and 
services several different attorneys are used.    A flat fee arrangement was established with the firm several 
years ago.  He also added that it is the Village that determines how his fee is divided throughout the accounts 
not the firm.  It is the Village that determines the manner of use of the firm not the firm.   Various other 
questions were provided and answered.   Each trustee asked questions.  
 

Department Reports 
 

Animal Control:   Animal Control report was submitted and filed.   Question regarding the status of the 
agreement with the Herkimer County Humane Society. Mayor Neale mentioned that the Humane Society has 
made changes to the agreement putting in where needed, the Town of German Flatts.     One additonal issue 
that needs to addressed is having local contact information for absentee landlords to be able to address some 
animal issues.  
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Library:  Library report was submitted and filed.  No questions. Librarian Jennings indicated that the library 
would be open on Monday and that schedules of activities are on the library website.  In the future she 
mentioned they will also send information to newspaper and via email to local schools.  
 
Police:  Police Department report was submitted and filed.   Police Chief Parisi brought the Village Board 
members up-to-date regarding the fact that there was no Tahoe available for purchase.   The current police 
fleet is now requiring more repairs.  The newest vehicle is a 2011.   A different model vehicle is currently 
one under state contract, but not sure it will fully meet the needs of the police department.  There maybe a 
Tahoe available out of state. ACTION: Police Chief Parisi was requested to put together figures and 
availability for the next Village Board meeting including looking for a vehicle out-of-state.  
 
Fire:  Fire Department monthly report and annual report was submitted and filed.  Fire Chief Trevett 
reported that the house involved in a recent fire has been torn down.  The billing for this will be taken care of 
by insurance.  
 
Codes:  Codes Department monthly report was submitted and filed.   
 
Recreation:  Winter Director Lozo provided a report for the Village on the successful recreation programs 
held in the Village.    Family Skate: New Hartford Recreation Skate Arena  24 total people – cost $304 to 
Birnie Bus for transportation.  Winter Light Parade: Various floats, overwhelming support and desire to do 
again next year.  Ilion Snow Drifter’s Day & Snow Softball Municipality challenge:  4 teams involved 
including one from the IFD and IPD,very successful and desire by all to do again next year.   Village wide 
snow sculpture contest:  not held the result of not enough snow.  Mommy and Me Tea: very successful with 
93 mothers, daughters, aunts, and sisters and dressed up little girls attending a tea in the Municipal Building; 
interest to hold another event like this in the future.  Winter Photo Contest: Director Lozo announced that the 
Mohawk Recreation Committee had been contacted to see if they could have individuals take part in the 
photo contest and that 6 photos would be selected to be included a calendar to be printed.   Upcoming 
Events:  Babysitting CPR certification: For February 16 have 10 people signed up at this point.  Ilion’s Got 
Talent:  February 28 6:00 - 8:00 PM at the Municipal Building.  Gore Mountain Ski Trip:   March 2, 2014 
bus currently full has 30 students.   She also mentioned that there have been several donations made of items 
for these events and thanked all who took part.   
 
New Project:  Director Lozo asked the board for permission to take part in Operation Gratitude, a type of 
drive to collect items to send to the military.  This is something happening all over the country.  There would 
be no cost to the Village.  Children and people of all ages could be a part of this.  MOTION made by Mayor 
Neale and seconded by Deputy Mayor Gookins to allow the Parks & Recreation under Director Lozo to 
sponsor and take part in Operations Gratitude.  Motion passes the result of the following vote: 
 

Mayor Beth Neale X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Deputy Mayor Larry Gookins X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Joanne Moore X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Charles Lester X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Ted Gage X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
VOTE TOTAL: 5 Aye 0 Nay  Absent 0 Abstain 

 
Mayor Neale commended all those who have been working so hard & diligently to bring fun activities back 
for community involvement.  The Mayor also added that there will be a special reserve set-up in the future 
that will be for recreation.  Where any donations or fund raising efforts funds can be reserved for use for the 
recreation programs.   This will require board action in the future.  
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Village Clerk:   
 Minutes: January 22, 2014 Regular Meeting:  MOTION made by Deputy Mayor Gookins and 
seconded by Trustee Lester to accept the minutes of January 22, 2014 regular meeting as submitted.  Motion 
passes the result of the following vote: 

Mayor Beth Neale X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Deputy Mayor Larry Gookins X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Joanne Moore X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Charles Lester X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Ted Gage X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
VOTE TOTAL: 5 Aye 0 Nay  Absent 0 Abstain 

 
 Correspondence:  
 1. From Central Valley Academy Geology Club to change the date of their 5K road race from June 
14th to June 7th.    MOTION made by Trustee Moore and seconded by Deputy Mayor Gookins to approve the 
change of dates for the Central Valley Academy Geology Club to June 7th.   Motion passes the result of the 
following vote: 

Mayor Beth Neale X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Deputy Mayor Larry Gookins X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Joanne Moore X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Charles Lester X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Ted Gage X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
VOTE TOTAL: 5 Aye 0 Nay  Absent 0 Abstain 

 
 2. Acknowledgment of the filing of  Local Law 1-2014 in the NYS Secretary of State’s office.  
 3. Letter from USDA NRCS providing for an extension to 8/24/14 for project 68-2C31-4-0001 to be 
completed by August 24, 2014.  
 4.  Letter from the State of New York Office of the State Comptroller notifying the Village of Ilion 
that as of December 31, 2013, their review of the Village’s Annual Update Document indicates that the 
Village is currently classified as No Designation with a score of 12.5%.   This indicates that the Village is 
not classified as in any form of fiscal stress.  
 5.  Information distributed in explanation from Tom Bates, from McDonald Engineering describing 
the well construction vs. filter replacement approaches.  
 6. Letter as to be sent by Mayor Neale explaining the upcoming increases in electric charges caused 
by increased to the Village under the PPAC (Purchased Power Adjustment Clause).  
 
 
VILLAGE ATTORNEY: 
 Draft Email Policy:   The draft email policy was distributed for review.  The Village Board 
members were asked to review and to send any comments to the attorney.  ACTION:  VB members to 
review any comments to attorney to have policy for voting consideration at the next regular meeting.  
 
 Local Law Proposal- Peddler’s License Chapter 171:   A draft of proposed changes for Local Law 
consideration was distributed to the Village Board Members for review.  ACTION: VB Members to review 
and to send any comments to the attorney with additional review within the local law procedure at the next 
regular meeting.  
 
 Local Law Proposal- Review of Village’s Amusement License Chapter:   The Attorney Burgess 
asked Village Board members to review how the law is currently written.  The current law is either too 
encompassing or does not state well enough all amusement devices.  ACTION:  Village Board members 
were asked to consider what amusement devices should be included and the definition of amusement 
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devices.  All comments were requested to be sent to the Attorney Burgess, for further consideration in the 
near future.   
 

Property Proposal Otsego Street:   Attorney Burgess indicated that the Village had been 
approached by a resident interested in village property next to their home.  When asked how much he would 
pay the answer was $1.00.  Attorney Burgess indicated that the Village would not be able to consider that 
amount since it would be considered gifting and the Village is unable to do that.  
 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  
 BAN:  Resolution:   MOTION made by Mayor Neale and seconded by Deputy Mayor Gookins to 
adopt the Resolution entitled” Bond and Bond Anticipation Note Resolution Dated February 14, 2014, A 
Resolution authorizing the issuance of a $2,100,000.00 Bond Anticipation Note of the Village of Ilion, 
Herkimer County, NY for the purpose of financing construction and completion of the Well project, and 
further authorizing the issuance of serial bonds if the principal amount of said loan is not paid in full within 
ten years. Motion passes the result of the following vote: 

Mayor Beth Neale X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Deputy Mayor Larry Gookins X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Joanne Moore X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Charles Lester X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Ted Gage X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
VOTE TOTAL: 5 Aye 0 Nay  Absent 0 Abstain 

  
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 Resolution: To Enter Into A Professional Services Agreement for Environmental Services 
Assistance ( HOME & Affordable Housing Program): MOTION made by Mayor Neale and seconded by 
Deputy Mayor Gookins to adopt the Resolution authorizing the Mayor to enter into a professional services 
agreement with Lead Safe, LLC, with Lead Safe providing lead-based paint risk assessments for the Village 
on an on-call/as needed basis through December 31, 2014 for a per single unit cost of $550.00 or a cost of 
$525.00 per unit if more than one lead-based paint risk assessment is called for and performed in a single 
day.   Motion passes the result of the following vote: 

Mayor Beth Neale X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Deputy Mayor Larry Gookins X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Joanne Moore X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Charles Lester X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Ted Gage X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
VOTE TOTAL: 5 Aye 0 Nay  Absent 0 Abstain 

 
 Resolution to Enter Into a Professional Services Agreement for Energy Audit Services 
Assistance ( HOME & Affordable Housing Program): MOTION made by Mayor Neale and seconded by 
Trustee Lester to adopt the Resolution authorizing the Mayor to enter into a professional services agreement 
with the Mohawk Valley Community Action, with Mohawk Valley Community Action to complete energy 
audits to the Village on an on-call/as needed basis through December 31, 2014 for a per single unit cost of 
$400.00. Motion passes the result of the following vote: 

Mayor Beth Neale X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Deputy Mayor Larry Gookins X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Joanne Moore X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Charles Lester X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Ted Gage X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
VOTE TOTAL: 5 Aye 0 Nay  Absent 0 Abstain 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
 MOTION made by Mayor Neale and seconded by Trustee Lester to enter into an executive session to 
discuss possible land-litigation situation.  Motion passes the result of the following vote: 

Mayor Beth Neale X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Deputy Mayor Larry Gookins X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Joanne Moore X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Charles Lester X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Ted Gage X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
VOTE TOTAL: 5 Aye 0 Nay  Absent 0 Abstain 

 
 MOTION made by Mayor Neale and seconded by Trustee Moore to exit executive session.  Motion 
passes the result of the following vote: 

Mayor Beth Neale X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Deputy Mayor Larry Gookins X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Joanne Moore X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Charles Lester X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Ted Gage X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
VOTE TOTAL: 5 Aye 0 Nay  Absent 0 Abstain 

 
ADDITIONAL BUSINESS: 
 124-128 East Main Street:   MOTION made by Trustee Lester and seconded by Deputy Mayor 
Gookins to accept the offer from Edelheit & Associates for a payment of $1,000 for the mortgage associated 
with 124-128 East Main Street and that recording fees would be taken care of by Edelheit. Discussion:  
Property has been foreclosed.  It was a property involved with the HOME Rehab program many years back. 
Motion passes the result of the following vote: 

Mayor Beth Neale X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Deputy Mayor Larry Gookins X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Joanne Moore X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Charles Lester X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Ted Gage X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
VOTE TOTAL: 5 Aye 0 Nay  Absent 0 Abstain 

 
 No Conflict of Interest:  Daniel Burgess from the Village Attorney’s office disclosed to the Village 
Board that he was representing residents of the Village of Ilion in a case.  A MOTION was made by Trustee 
Moore and seconded by Trustee Lester that as a result of the disclosure by Attorney Daniel Burgess within 
the Hage & Hage law firm, concerning his representation of Joesph and Janne Lawrence, residents of the 
Village of Ilion, that as outlined and explained by him, the Village finds no conflict of interest in that 
representation.   Motion passes the result of the following vote: 

Mayor Beth Neale X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Deputy Mayor Larry Gookins X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Joanne Moore X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Charles Lester X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Ted Gage X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
VOTE TOTAL: 5 Aye 0 Nay  Absent 0 Abstain 

 
There being no further business or action to be completed, A MOTION was made by Mayor Neale and 
seconded by Trustee Lester to adjourn the meeting at 10:05 PM.  Motion passes the result of the following 
vote: 

Mayor Beth Neale X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Deputy Mayor Larry Gookins X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Joanne Moore X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Charles Lester X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
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Trustee Ted Gage X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
VOTE TOTAL: 5 Aye 0 Nay  Absent 0 Abstain 

 
Meeting adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
 
 
Linda Coffin 
Village Clerk 
  
 
 
 


