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Village of Ilion Regular Board Meeting 
January 8, 2014 

 
Mayor Beth Neale called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 PM at the Village of Ilion Municipal Building.  
 
Present: Mayor Beth Neale, Deputy Mayor Larry Gookins, Trustee Joanne Moore, Trustee Charles Lester. 
 
Also Present: Village Clerk Linda Coffin, Fire Chief James Trevett, Police Chief Tim Parisi, Village 
Attorney Dan Burgess 
 
Public:  17  Pledge:  Pledge was completed by all.   

 
Mayor Comments: 

Mayor Neale began her comments with some ground rules for the meeting. She indicated that parliamentary 
procedures would be used and that there would be no outburst from the public or board members; individuals 
will, when appropriate be recognized by the Mayor.  She asked that everyone remember to be respectful to 
all.   
 
RESIGNATION/APPOINTMENT   

Village Clerk Coffin indicated that a letter of resignation was received from Beth Neale from the 
position of Village trustee, effective January 2, 2014 at 6:15 PM.  A MOTION was made by Deputy Mayor 
Gookins and seconded by Trustee Lester to acknowledge the resignation of Beth Neale as trustee and wish 
her success in her new position as Mayor.  Motion passes the result of the following vote: 

 

  
Aye 

 
Nay  Absent  Abstain 

Mayor Beth Neale X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Deputy Mayor Larry Gookins X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Joanne Moore X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Charles Lester X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
VOTE TOTAL: 4 Aye 0 Nay 0 Absent 0 Abstain 

 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

 
Animal Control Officer:  

Report:  The report from the Animal Control Officer was filed as submitted.  It was 
mentioned that at the current time cats are not being taken, nor accepted at the Herkimer County 
Humane Society.  In terms of the Dog Contract nothing has been finalized in regards to the latest 
unsigned contract with the Herkimer Humane Society until the necessary paperwork has been 
completed with the Town of German Flatts who is responsible for payments for the taking of stray 
dogs.  

 
 Police:   

Report:  The report for the police department was filed as submitted.  
 
  Police Vehicle Needs:  Chief Parisi provided background information concerning a possible 
plan for the purchase of a necessary police vehicle(s) in the future.  He added that the whole fleet of vehicles 
is deteriorating.  While he would like to see the purchase of a Tahoe soon, there may be other alternatives.  
ACTON: Mayor Neale requested that Chief Parisi prepare a report with all alternatives for future board 
consideration.  
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Fire:   
Report:  The report for the fire department was filed as submitted.  

 
  Fire Tower: An update was provided as to the progress of completion of the fire tower. Some 
work has stopped the result of colder weather.  As weather permits work will continue.  
 
 Codes:   

Report:   The report for codes department was filed as submitted. 
 
  Future Actions:  Mayor Neale indicated that the codes department, animal control and 
herself as Mayor would be going out into the public, when the weather permits, to do a community sweep in 
regards to codes, much like the City of Utica has done in the past.   It was also requested that an article be 
prepared for the newspaper and website, to ask home owners to clean their sidewalks of ice and snow to keep 
those areas safe for the school children walking to school or busses.  
 
 Court: 
  Report: The report for the Court was filed as submitted.  
 
  Audit:  Deputy Mayor Gookins and Trustee Moore will be working on the annual audit 
required for the Court.  
 
 Village Clerk: 
  Minutes: 
   December 18, 2013 Public Hearing:  MOTION made by Deputy Mayor Gookins and 
seconded by Trustee Moore to accept the minutes for the public hearing of December 18th as submitted.  
Motion passes the result of the following vote: 

  
Aye 

 
Nay  Absent  Abstain 

Mayor Beth Neale X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Deputy Mayor Larry Gookins X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Joanne Moore X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Charles Lester 

 
Aye  Nay  Absent 1 Abstain 

VOTE TOTAL: 3 Aye 0 Nay 0 Absent 1 Abstain 
 
   December 18, 2013 Regular Meeting:  MOTION made by Trustee Lester and 
seconded by Trustee Moore to accept the minutes of the regular December 18, 2013 meeting as amended and 
submitted.  Discussion: An amendment was made to the minutes which would indicate that under discussion 
regarding the motion regarding the going to bid for the ornamental lights that the recommendations was for 
a single lamp as currently on the corner of Morgan and First Street.   Motion passes the result of the 
following vote: 

  
Aye 

 
Nay  Absent  Abstain 

Mayor Beth Neale X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Deputy Mayor Larry Gookins X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Joanne Moore X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Charles Lester X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
VOTE TOTAL: 4 Aye 0 Nay 0 Absent 0 Abstain 

 
   January 2, 2014 Special Meeting: MOTION made by Mayor Neale and seconded by 
Deputy Mayor Gookins to accept the January 2, 2014 special meeting as submitted.  Motion passes the result 
of the following vote: 

  
Aye 

 
Nay  Absent  Abstain 

Mayor Beth Neale X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
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Deputy Mayor Larry Gookins X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Joanne Moore X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Charles Lester X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
VOTE TOTAL: 4 Aye 0 Nay 0 Absent 0 Abstain 

  
Correspondence: 

1. Letter from resident regarding the possible use of a bob-cat to remove snow from the area of 
guardrails on their street to help clear driveways.  

2. Request for bottle drive by Scout Troop 8 - Information to be sent to the police department as 
well. Bottle Drive to be held on February 8 from 8 AM to 3 PM.   

3. Central Valley School District Geology Club sent a letter requesting the approval/support of the 
Village Board for a 5 kilometer road race in Ilion on Saturday June 14th, 2014.   The event to be 
called the Volcanic Run.  Funds earned from the event will be used by the club for a trip to 
Hawaii in spring of 2015. Representatives from the club have met with the Police Chief to discuss 
the run’s route. MOTION made by Mayor Neale and seconded by Trustee Moore to approve the 
Volcanic Run event as proposed by the Central Valley District’s Geology Club on June 14, 2014; 
with a stipulation that the club must be in contact with the police chief.  Motion passes the result 
of the following vote: 

  
Aye 

 
Nay  Absent  Abstain 

Mayor Beth Neale X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Deputy Mayor Larry Gookins X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Joanne Moore X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Charles Lester X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
VOTE TOTAL: 4 Aye 0 Nay 0 Absent 0 Abstain 

 
4. Letter from NYS DOT regarding former Mayor Stephens’s letter regarding the request for 

assistance for repairing erosion of banks along the Steele Creek, specifically near a residence on 
West Street.  The letter indicated that no further additional repairs are being completed.  Any 
work is prohibited at this time in the Steele Creek.  Some consulting work will be completed on 
the area in the future and those results will be sent to the Village.  A copy of the letter will be sent 
by the Village Clerk to the resident.  

5. An email has been received from Bob Freemen Executive Director for the State Committee on 
Open Government in regards to an opinion that has been made from his office in regards to email 
being a village record and not the personal email of village officials and users. As the records 
management officer/records access officer, the Village Clerk indeed has the authority to manage 
all records of the Village.  It was encouraged that those who have further questions should contact 
Mr. Freeman. The email was distributed to board members. 

 
OLD BUSINESS:  
 Public Hearing Local Law 1-2014.:  MOTION by Mayor Neale and seconded by Trustee 
Moore to hold a public hearing on January 22nd 2014 at 6:00 PM for the purpose of hearing public 
comments regarding Local Law 1-2014  regarding changes to the code # 239 regarding Vehicle and 
Traffic.  Motion passes the result of the following vote: 

  
Aye 

 
Nay  Absent  Abstain 

Mayor Beth Neale X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Deputy Mayor Larry Gookins X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Joanne Moore X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Charles Lester X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
VOTE TOTAL: 4 Aye 0 Nay 0 Absent 0 Abstain 
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 Thanks Christmas in Ilion Committee:  Mayor Neale thanked publically all the members of 
the volunteer Christmas in Ilion and New Years Eve committee for the activities held in December 
for the residents of Ilion.  Thanks was also expressed by Fred Hartmann a member of the committee 
to the fire fighters from the Village that volunteered their time to put up the decorations on the tree 
for Christmas in Ilion event.  The fire fighters donated their time to do this.  Thanks also expressed to 
the police department for their participation and professionalism during the events.  It was further 
mentioned that the Fire Department Union made a donation to the committee for start-up funds for 
the 2014 events.  
 
 Draft Financial Audit Report:   MOTION made by Mayor Neale and seconded by Trustee 
Lester to accept the draft financial audit report as submitted by the auditors Bollam, Sheedy, Torani 
& Co and to support the responsibility letter as submitted.  Discussion:  each board member stated 
they had reviewed the draft and supporting documentation.   Motion passes the result of the 
following vote: 

  
Aye 

 
Nay  Absent  Abstain 

Mayor Beth Neale X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Deputy Mayor Larry Gookins X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Joanne Moore X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Charles Lester X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
VOTE TOTAL: 4 Aye 0 Nay 0 Absent 0 Abstain 

 
 Agreement Amendment with Bollam, Sheedy, Torani and Co.:  MOTION made by 
Deputy Mayor Gookins and seconded by Trustee Lester to accept the amendments to the existing 
contract between the Village and Bollam, Sheedy, Torani and Co. as presented. Motion passes the 
result of the following vote: 

  
Aye 

 
Nay  Absent  Abstain 

Mayor Beth Neale X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Deputy Mayor Larry Gookins X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Joanne Moore X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Charles Lester X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
VOTE TOTAL: 4 Aye 0 Nay 0 Absent 0 Abstain 

 
Request for Appearance: 

 
John Gilmartin requested time to address the board with a written statement regarding the need for 
civility and openness in local government. He congratulated the willingness of those who have agreed 
to serve on the Village Board at this point. He provided comments concerning his observations at 
recent board meetings and the desire to have respect return.    Mayor Neale thanked him for his 
comments and added that everyone on the board wishes to try to move this village forward.  Agreed 
that now is the time that everyone should be respecting each other by following policies, procedures 
and working together to move into the future, to benefit the village residents..  
 
 Catholic Charities Request:   Deputy Gookins asked if the Village Board members would 
reconsider discussions about the concerns expressed by Terry Lenard, Executive Director of the 
Herkimer County Catholic Charities regarding the need to assure some safety measures for those 
crossing West Street in front of their facility.  By general consensus, the Village Board members 
requested that Village Clerk Coffin write to Mr. Lenard to invite him to come back to discuss the 
concerns with Police Chief Parisi and/or Mayor Neale and that  possible options be determined to 
address the concerns. The suggestions would then be brought back to the Village Board for 
consideration.    
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New Business: 
 
Recreation- Winter Festival:  Parks & Recreation Chairman Adam Fowler reported to the board 
that the new recreation winter director has been working on putting together a winter activities 
program.  There are the following winter programs & calendar of events being proposed:  
 

• Baby Sitting CPW certification- January 16, 2014 @ the Ilion Fire Station 6:00 PM $10 per person 
• Family Skate at New Hartford Recreation Skate Arena January 26; open skate 3-5 PM.  Admission 

$5.00 and skate rentals $5.  There will be a Bernie bus available, the cost to the parks & recreation 
commission is $308.00.  

• January 31, 2014 Winter Light Parade at 6:00 PM venue to be Columbia Parkway or South 5th Fields. 
(Participants welcome for the parade.) 

• February 1, 2014 Ilion Snow Drifter’s Day & Snow Softball Municipality challenge. To be held at 
noon at the Snow Drifter’s club house.  

• February 2, 2014 Village wide snow sculpture contest.  
• February 8 Mommy and Me Tea  
• Ilion’s Got Talent: February 28, 2014 at Municipal Building, 6:00 – 8:00 PM.  Acts pre-register.  
• Gore Mountain Ski Trip: March 2, 2014.  Cost to Parks & Recreation would be $1,100 for Bernie 

Bus. 
• Through February 8th, winter photo contest, winning photos to be made into a calendar.  

 
MOTION made by Mayor Neale and seconded by Deputy Mayor Gookins to all the Parks & Recreation 

Commission to proceed as they have planned and presented, aside any problems as noted from the police 
department, attorney’s office and weather. All necessary forms will be needed to be completed by 
participator, picture takerss etc.   Discussion:  There was a question in regards to where the funds will come 
from for the events.  Chairman Fowler indicated that there had been statements made previously by the 
Treasurer and then Mayor that a separate reserve fund for recreation was to be set-up with the money 
collected from the registration fees from the summer program. This had been discussed previously.   
MOTION passes the result of the following vote: 

  
Aye 

 
Nay  Absent  Abstain 

Mayor Beth Neale X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Deputy Mayor Larry Gookins X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Joanne Moore X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Charles Lester X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
VOTE TOTAL: 4 Aye 0 Nay 0 Absent 0 Abstain 

 
Budget meetings will be scheduled with each department following the 22nd board meeting.  
 
 TOWN HALL MEETING:  A MOTION was made by Deputy Mayor Gookins and seconded by 
Trustee Lester to hold an open forum town hall meeting for the purpose of the public providing comments 
for suggestion and ideas etc.  The meeting to be at 5:00 PM on January 22, 2014 at the Village Municipal 
Auditorium.  Motion passes the result of the following vote: 

  
Aye 

 
Nay  Absent  Abstain 

Mayor Beth Neale X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Deputy Mayor Larry Gookins X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Joanne Moore X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Charles Lester X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
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VOTE TOTAL: 4 Aye 0 Nay 0 Absent 0 Abstain 
 
There being no further action to be taken, A MOTION was made by Trustee Lester and seconded by Deputy 
Mayor Gookins to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 PM.  Motion passes the result of the following vote: 

  
Aye 

 
Nay  Absent  Abstain 

Mayor Beth Neale X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Deputy Mayor Larry Gookins X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Joanne Moore X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
Trustee Charles Lester X Aye  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
VOTE TOTAL: 4 Aye 0 Nay 0 Absent 0 Abstain 

 
Meeting adjourned. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
 
 
Linda Coffin 
Village Clerk 


